
The Australian Court System 
 

High Court of Australia 
Original jurisdiction and appeals 

 
 

Federal Court 
Commonwealth matters 

Federal Circuit and 
Family Court – Division 1 

complex family matters 

                       Appeals Appeals 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Line of appeal 

Supreme Court of SA 
civil and criminal  

original jurisdiction 

Court of Appeal 

Federal Circuit and 
Family Court – Division 2 

 
Family law, including 
divorce 
 
Other Commonwealth 
matters 

Administrative 
Review Tribunal 

 
Jurisdiction: 

 General 

 Intelligence and Security  

 Migration  

 National Disability 
Insurance Scheme 

 Protection 

 Social Security 

 Taxation and Business 

 Veterans’ and Workers’ 
Appeals 

Specialist 
Federal 

Tribunal 

Specialist State 
Courts and Tribunals 

Includes: 

 Youth Court 

 South Australian 
Employment Tribunal  

 South Australian Civil 
and Administrative 
Tribunal (SACAT) 

 Coroner’s Court 

 Environment, Resources 
and Development Court 

 

District Court  
 of SA 

 
4 Divisions: 

 Civil (including 
review of Minor Civil 
Actions)  

 Criminal 

 Criminal Injuries 

 Administrative and 
Disciplinary 

Magistrates Court of SA 
 

Civil 
Monetary limit: $100,000 
 
Criminal   

 trials for summary 
offences and minor 
indictable offences 

 sentencing following a 
guilty plea for most major 
indictable offences (not 
treason or murder) 

 preliminary hearings 

 

Minor Civil Actions 
Monetary limit:  
$12,000 
(no monetary limit on 
neighbourhood 
matters and most 
minor statutory 
Proceedings) 

Fair Work 
Commission 
of Australia 
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